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In an Aug. 12 press conference, Human Rights Attorney General Ramiro de Leon Carpio released a
report on the human rights situation in the country during the first half of 1992. During this period,
the human rights office registered a total of 3,671 complaints of human rights abuses. Of this total,
the Human Rights Attorney General's office carried out investigations into 964 cases, 253 of which
were extrajudicial killings. Participation by members of the security forces was proven in 28 of the
extrajudicial killing cases investigated, 12 of the cases were attributed to rebel forces, in four cases
investigators concluded that the crime was not extrajudicial killing, and 209 cases are still under
investigation. Other abuses mentioned in the report include the following: * During the six-month
period, 65 persons were disappeared. Of these, three were subsequently found murdered, 14 were
subsequently released alive, and the whereabouts of the other 48 remain unknown. * The security
forces continue to employ "discriminatory" recruitment methods. Recruitment is primarily carried
out in the rural areas among the indigenous population, and often includes forced conscription
of minors. * Restrictions on freedom of expression continue. * During this period, there was an
increase in "the violation of economic, social and cultural rights," particularly in the rural areas
and among the indigenous population. De Leon Carpio indicated that the principal obstacle for
improving the human rights situation in the country is continued impunity for those responsible for
political violence. He added that, "the extrajudicial killings and the disappearances should not be
examined merely as numbers. These cases represent a contrast between the progress we have made
in terms of bolstering our formal, juridical institutions, and the continuing sad reality of disdain
for fundamental rights." (Sources: Notimex, Agence France- Presse, Agencia Centroamericana de
Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 08/12/92)
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